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News

We are People of God who Gather to Worship, Grow in Faith and Give to Others.

Dear Friends,
hank you for your faithfulness
to the Gospel. Thank you for
the many, many ways you share
your faith so willingly in and through
First English Lutheran Church.

Thank you for being “good and
faithful” stewards.

A steward is someone who carefully,
knowingly, responsibly, and unselfishly,
cares for the gifts he or she has been
given.

What marvelous gifts we at FELC

have been given by our Lord-

deeply committed fellow members,
varied ministries which serve our
neighborhoods, this valley, the
country, the world, and each other. We
love, we share, because Christ has first
loved us.

OCTOBER 2009

From worship services to the Lutheran
World Relief activities, from Sunday
school classes to Echoes, from serving
Lenten meals to helping at the Salvation
Army, from food drives to school bags,
quilts, shawls, and layettes, we are active,
sharing our faith.

Stewardship is the task of the steward.
This is a ministry of sharing who we are
and what we have. Thank you for your
stewardship of caring, of teaching, of
administrating, of working in so many
ways to see that the life of Christ is given
to the world.

Continue to give of yourself. Continue to
share as generously as you can to see that
Christ’'s Good News is shared and spread
in many more ways.

God is with you.
- Pastor Mike

News from the Council

Moving Forward: At the special informational meeting on September 14, presenta-
tions were made regarding the search for an interim lead pastor and the call process.
First English will not be seeking an interim lead pastor, and will begin the process of
assembling a call committee. To that end, upcoming meetings will be held to gather
congregational input regarding the particular attributes of a lead pastor that the
congregation deems most important, and design a call process that is as inclusive of
the membership as possible. Recognizing that there is much to be done, we intend to

move forward with deliberate speed.

ELCA Churchwide Assembly Resolutions: Discussion sessions will be held regarding
the resolutions adopted by the ELCA Churchwide Assembly in August. While resolu-
tions on a variety of subjects were adopted, two have generated particular controversy.
The first called upon the ELCA to “commit itself to allow congregations that choose

to do so to recognize, support and hold publicly accountable lifelong, monogamous
same-gender relationships.” The second called upon the ELCA to “commit itself to
finding a way for people in such publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same-
gender relationships to serve as rostered leaders of the church.” The first of these
facilitated discussions was held on Sunday, September 20 at both the Downtown Site
and the North Site. Additional discussion sessions will be scheduled based on inter-
est. These discussions are intended to provide members of the congregation with the
opportunity to both express themselves and listen to each other in a prayerful and
respectful manner.
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At its September 22 meeting, the Council voted to establish a Call Committee to begin the search for a new
pastor for First English. The Call Committee, working with the Congregation, Council and Synod, will consider
these questions -

1. Who are we?
2. Where are we going?
3. Who do we need to get there?

The Call Committee will focus on question 3, identify and interview candidates, and ultimately recommend a
candidate to the Congregation for approval.

Serving on the Call Committee will require a major commitment of time and energy. Call Committee members
will need to be (or become) familiar with the Self-Study and the work which has already been done to answer
questions 1 and 2, above. The Call Committee will also need to become familiar with the process which our
constitution, the Synod and the ELCA require us to follow in calling a pastor.

The Congregation is invited to nominate individuals for the Call Committee. Any confirmed member of First
English may be nominated. Nominations should include the name of the individual being nominated, the name
of the individual making the nomination, and a description of why the nominated individual would be a good
person for the Call Committee. Nominations are due in the First English office no later than 5:00 p.m. on
Thursday, October 15. The Call Committee will likely consist of between 8 and 12 people.

CALL COMMITTEE NOMINATION

[ nominate to serve on the Call Committee.

This individual would be a good person to serve on the Call Committee because

| have discussed this nomination with the individual I am nominating: Yes No

Date: Signature

Print Name
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Weekly Offerings

Support
||III eAugust 2 0 0 9
/ Budgeted Collected
From Generation to Generation Weekly: $21,539 $19,619
The letter to Romans reminds us that “we have gifts that Month to Date: $107,695 $78.475

differ according to the grace given to us.” (Romans 12:6)

What are your own unique gifts of time, talent and treasure Year to Date:  $753,865 $630,160

that bring you joy in serving and benefit our lives together

at FELC? Budget Shortfall: $123,705
Join us this fall as we give thanks for God’s blessings to us From Generation to Generation.

October 25

On Reformation Sunday, spirited hymns and songs will be our vehicle for praise as we Continue in God'’s Word
from Generation to Generation.

November 1
On All Saints Day, We Rejoice in God'’s Salvation as we give thanks for the generations of saints who have nurtured

the faith. The Gospel Praise Ensemble from Augsburg College will share their joyful music at the North Site, and a
special All Saints litany with handbells at the Downtown Site will help us remember the saints among us.
November 8

As we lift up the many ministries and volunteers in our congregation, We Serve with all Our Hearts from Generation
to Generation. What ministries can become a vehicle for your time and talents in the coming year?

November 15

In the gospel text for this day, we hear of the poor widow who gave everything she had — a wonderful example of
what it means to Give with Humble Hearts from Generation to Generation. We'll dedicate our 2010 commitment
cards and Time and Talent Sheets to the glory of God and celebrate with a special coffee hour.

From Sunday, Oct. 25 through Sunday, Nov. 15, joyfully place your completed Time & Talent Form and From Gen-
eration to Generation Commitment Card in the offering plate during Sunday or Wednesday worship, or deliver it to
the church office. For your convenience, a 2010 Time and Talent Form and Commitment Card are included in this
newsletter. Let us rejoice in our God-given gifts From Generation to Generation!

You may also make your 2010 contribution at www.felc.com by following the “Online Giving” link on the left side of
the home page. Information about the Simply Giving automated giving program is also available on the homepage
of www.felc.com or by contacting the church office.

First English Lutheran Church ~ 2010 Generation to Generation
Commitment Card

In response to God'’s love and as a sincere expression of my/our faith and commitment to
Christ and His church, I/we plan to contribute as indicated on this card.

genevation to genevation

Name For Current Simply Giving
Address F € Participants only
City, State, Zi 3 C With my sighature of authotization,

Y b l: l/we give FELC permission to deduct for
E-mail 2010, installmentsof §__ per

k. month, or mi-monthl

With installments of § pet 0 week, 0 month, or o a one WESK, Onth, et se [IS?and%Bth)
time gift, our total commitment for 2010 is $ . Sighature of authorization:

This commitment may be revised or cancelled at any time at my request.

For the Lord is good and his love endures forever: his falthfulhess contintes Dat
throtgh all generations.  Psalm 1005 ate
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Congregational
Life

2009 New Member
Workshops at First English
If you would like to join First
English, you are invited to attend a
three-part New Member Session on
the following dates:

Wednesday, Sept. 30: 7 - 8 p.m.
Downtown Site

Wednesday, Oct. 7: 7 - 8 p.m.
Downtown Site

Wednesday, Oct. 14: 6 - 7:30 p.m.
North Site (light meal included)

If you have been worshipping at the
Downtown Site or the North Site
and are interested in joining First
English, we look forward to seeing

you at these New Member Sessions.

Please call the church office at 920-
733-2303 if you plan to attend and
to RSVP for child care.

Ministry team reminder
Ministry teams will meet on
Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 6:30 p.m. in
Gathering Area at the North

Site. Ministry team chairs will be
meeting on Oct. 13 at 6 p.m. in the
North Site office area.

North Site Nursery

The nursery is always open as a
place for parents to come with their
small children. This year the North
Site nursery is seeking nursery
attendant volunteers during the
Sunday 10:30 a.m. worship service.
If there is not a volunteer, the nurs-
ery will be open but not attended.
Please indicate the date you can
volunteer on the sign-up sheet
located on the nursery door. Your
help with this important ministry
is very much needed and appreci-
ated. During the 8:30 a.m. worship,
the nursery will be open, but not
staffed. If families wish to indicate
a need to staff the 8:30 a.m. in a
similar fashion, please contact
Anita Damon at the church office.

Downtown ushers
needed

Additional ushers are needed

for all three downtown worship
services. There are eight usher
teams that rotate coverage.

Most teams are scheduled either
monthly or every other month.
Contact Jean Monson in the church
office to be placed on a team.

Revamped
Downtown

Coffee Hour

The Congregational Life Ministry
Team has decided that coffee hour
refreshments will be homemade
treats and desserts instead of the

standard donut holes. Bakers
are invited to sign up by the cof-
fee kitchen to donate baked goods
to be served each .
Sunday. Five bakers -

are needed each week I

to donate a total of Q

twenty dozen small %\
cookies or bars. The S ﬁ
donated items should

be baked goods that can be eaten
with fingers and not require plates
or forks. Baked goods can be
brought to church before 8:30 a.m.
each Sunday. If you need access

to the building on Saturday, please
contact the church office to receive
the keyless entry code. As always,
you can check the church calendar
on the website to see if the building
is open that Saturday.

The donated baked goods will
supplement the cookies that are
store bought.

Each week during the school year,
S79 was spent just on donut holes.
The weekly freewill offerings did not
cover this expense. First English
has some wonderful bakers within
the congregation, by them sharing
their talents, FELC would save over
$3,000 a year. An added bonus is
that every week will feature differ-
ent treats.

Look for the sign up sheets for
October and November outside the
coffee kitchen. Sign up today!
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Fall/Winter Playgroup to begin

Join other young parents from
First English as they spend time
together with other parents with
their children; ages birth to
Kindergarten. There’s no need to
RSVP, simply meet in the nursery
at the North Site at 9:30 a.m.
Please note: Children must be
accompanied by an adult and
each family should bring their
own refreshments. Please invite
your neighbors, friends & relatives
to join us. Time will be spent
outdoors, in the nursery and in the

Wednesdays from 9:30 a.m.-
10:30 a.m. at the North Site:

Oct. 21, Nov. 4, Nov. 18
Dec.2, Dec. 16, Jan. 6
Jan. 20, Feb. 3, Feb. 17
March 3, March 17

(Off in April & May — Summer

playground group to resume from
June-August).

KX

The Couple Prayer Series

“A life-changing experience for couples”

The Together with Jesus Couple
Prayer Series for engaged or mar-
ried couples is a six-week, one-eve-
ning-per-week experience in shared
faith development. This series is
offered with three over-riding facts in
mind.

The projected divorce rate for U.S.
couples married today is roughly

1 divorce in every 2 marriages.
A 2002 nation-wide study found that
married couples who attend church
together weekly have a divorce rate
of just 1 divorce in every 6 mar-
riages. A nation-wide study in 1980
found that couples who attend
church together weekly and who
also pray together on a daily
basis have a divorce rate of just

1 divorce in every 1,105 mar-
riages.

This means that couples who make
the decision to attend church weekly
and pray together daily have a
500 times better chance to enjoy

a happy, life-long marriage than
the average couple in our country
today, including Christian couples.
(Divorce projections for Christian
couples married today stand at an
alarming 48 to 52%, varying slightly
by denomination.)

At the Couple Prayer Series, you'll
not only hear the compelling case
for Couple Prayer, you'll experience
first-hand how you, too, can safely
and peacefully share Couple Prayer
with your spouse in ways that will
dramatically enhances your faith,
your marriage and the faith and well-
being of your entire family.

Where: First English Lutheran Church —North Site
(Lance and Barbara Schmidt facilitating)
When: Six Sundays, 4 -6 p.m.
Oct. 4 — Nov. 11
Wheo: All married, engaged or committed couples
Registration: Call church office 733-2303
Fee: S10 per couple for print materials

Child care will be provided for a nominal fee

For more information about this Series, please call the
First English Office: 733-2303,0r visit: www.coupleprayer.org

Some of the First English couples who have attended this series in July and

August have provided their testimonials:

“This series has taught me a lot about prayer and encouraged Sue and I to
pray together. Kind of scary and awkward at first, but quite natural, reward-
ing, and something we both look forward to. It has really strengthened our
relationship (even after 30 years!!) The group meetings are fun, informative
and we've gotten to know people in the church that we didn't know very well.
Other couples’ experience with this is inspiring. [ would highly recommend it
to couples at any stage of life!” - Jack Swanson

“As parents of younger children we seem to lose our relationship in the
children. Couples prayer has given us permission to set aside time to con-
nect with each other with God and to communicate and listen to each other’s

needs and celebrations!” - Traci Diehl
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Monthly Women'’s Bible
Studies

Women are invited to visit a new
monthly Bible study, “To God’s Be-
loved: Paul’s Letter to the Romans.”
This epistle is one of the founda-
tions of Christian theology. Martin
Luther called it the most important
piece in the New Testament. The
author is the Rev. Dr. Sara Henrich,
professor of New Testament at
Luther Seminary. Session one can
be downloaded from the Lutheran
Woman Today web site.

eThe Judith Circle meets at | p.m.
on Tuesday, October 6 in Room 110
at the Downtown Site.

eThe Miriam Circle meets at 7 p.m.
on Wednesday, October 14. Please
call 739-8788 for directions.

oThe Sarah Circle meets at noon on
Wednesday, October 14 at Elaine
Krueger's home, 2900 Autumn
Ridge Ct. in Appleton. Bring a
sandwich to share. Regrets only to
734-5437.

Early Risers Women'’s Study
This weekly women'’s study
continues meeting from 6 - 7 a.m.
every Thursday, in the Lounge at
the Downtown Site. The eleven
week study “A Heart Like His:
Seeking the Heart of God Through
a Study of David,” written by Beth
Moore, is a journey into scripture
to discover why King David was
called “a man after God's own
heart.” Come join this early morn-
ing study and fellowship!

First English Lutheran Church

Weekly Bible Studies

Wednesday Bible Study

A Wednesday Bible Study with
Pastor Mary Bauer meets weekly at
noon in the Lounge at the Down-
town Site to study the Books of
the Bible Series. Come even if you
haven’t been part of this study--
each week is its own lesson. You
are welcome to bring your own
lunch.

Page 6

Thursday Bible Study

“New Creation in Christ,” Bible
study explores the new life that
God created and promises to
bring to completion through Jesus
Christ. The study continues meet-
ing weekly from 9 - 10:30 a.m. in
the Lounge at the Downtown Site.
Barb Mattheis is the facilitator.
Men and women of various ages
find this study group an important
time of learning and fellowship
each week. Come join us, the cof-
fee will be ready!

November Book Conversation

Attend a one-hour “conversation”
about the ideas in Peter Singer's
book “The Life You Can Save.”
You will not need to purchase the
book, or read it ahead of time,
although you may want to after
we spend an hour reading and
discussing selected quotes . We
will consider what Peter Singer is
saying to us about the arguments
people make for and against
charitable giving. We will consider
the facts he presents about the

various opportunities there are
for making a difference and how
to evaluate them for cost, perfor-
mance and accountability. Finally,
we will look at how he suggests we
can determine realistic goals and
standards for ourselves as regards
sharing the gifts we have. Join in
conversation either 10:30 a.m. on
Sunday, November 8 at the Down-
town Site or 9:40 a.m. on Sunday,
November 22 at the North Site.
Karen Dismer is the facilitator.

Discuss “The Shack”

In June of this year, a 3-part book discussion was held about the popu-
lar book “The Shack.” It has been requested we repeat this opportunity.

Thank you to Laura Krasin and Gary Haberland who have offered to host a
3-session book discussion during Sunday morning learning hours at both
sites in October. Those who have read the popular novel, “The Shack,” by
William P. Young, are invited to join this discussion on Sunday, October 4,
October 11 and October 18.

Downtown Site: 9:15 - 10:10 a.m. in Downtown Library

North Site: 9:35 - 10:20 a.m. in North Site Office
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Scrapbooking Session
Free scrapbooking and stamping
sessions are held monthly. The
next session meets Friday, Octo-
ber 9 from 6 to 11 p.m. in Room
110 at the Downtown Site. Please
RSVP to Cindy at 920-836-3008 to
reserve a spot. Those attending are
asked to bring a non-perishable
food item for a local charity. Hope
to see you there!

On the Way Retreats

A Retreat in Everyday Life group
is forming this fall for those
interested in setting aside one
evening a month to focus on faith
and life. Meetings will be held

on Thursdays from 6:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. at Monte Alverno Re-
treat Center beginning October 1.
For more information contact Pas-
tor Vicki Fink 920-720-9886, or go
to www.onthewayretreats.org.

Baptismal Workshop

The next Baptismal Workshop is
at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, November
24 in the Office at the North Site.
Please RSVP by calling the church
office and indicating if child care is
needed. If you have not attended
a Baptismal Workshop in the last
three years, please plan to attend
a workshop before scheduling a
baptism.

|

|

Wednesday LIFT

“The Four Acts of Prayer”

Both new and experienced Christians find praying to be something of a
mystery and often wonder about how to pray. In the ten lessons of “The
Four Acts of Prayer,” author Walter Wangerin presents a framework for
praying that infuses prayer with a rhythm while maintaining its personal
nature. Wangerin teaches that prayer is a conversation between God and
each one of us. Choose a session at 4:30 p.m. or 7 p.m. in the Lounge at
the Downtown Site, continuing October 7 through December 2.

KidsKlub

Each Wednesday, KidsKlub for Grades K-3 meets from 4:30 - 5:15 p.m.
and KidsKlub for Grades K-6 meets from 7-8 p.m. in Room 014 at the
Downtown Site. Weekly activities relate to the gospel lesson from the
Wednesday and Sunday worship services. A great opportunity for families
to attend worship and learning together.

Holy Communion Class

Parents and children ages 8 and older are invited to a 3-session workshop
on Holy Communion from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 14, 21
and November 4 in the Fellowship Hall at the Downtown Site. Participants
learn how the common elements of bread and wine are used in the sacra-
ment and review “table manners” for receiving this gift of grace. The next
class will be held in the Spring. Please RSVP the names of parents and
children attending the workshop and the age of siblings needing child care
by calling the church office.

Spark faith at home

The “Spark Faith Take Home” can be accessed on the
FELC Web site or picked up on the Youth Bulletin
Board. Keep the Sunday School Spark Bible story
learning continuing at home with ideas for family 2
prayer, conversation starters, “Eye Spark,” “Ear Spark” and “Live it” ideas
for daily life. Each week all children in preschool through Grade 6 learn
the same Bible story and children bring home a weekly learner leaflet so
families can continue the conversation. Remember, if your child is absent
a week, learner leaflets have been saved for you and should be picked up
from the Spark librarians, Amy Gadbois in the Lower Level at the North
Site and Jenny Koster in the Fellowship Hall desk at the Downtown Site.

Sunday Adult Learning Time

Join the Daily Discipleship discussion based on the Sunday lectionary
texts each week during the Sunday Learning Time. The free study guide
“Daily Discipleship” is available on the bulletin board and on-line at elca.
org. Christ invites you to follow him daily and prepare for upcoming Sun-
day worship through the gospel lesson’s implications for daily living.

At the Downtown Site: Meet at 9:15 a.m. weekly in Room 221.

At the North Site: Meet at 9:35 a.m. weekly in the office.

October lectionary texts are listed on page 8.
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Daily Bible Connections
1.) “Daily Discipleship,” a free
study guide based on the Sunday
gospel lesson, is available on the
bulletin board and online at www.
elca.org.

2.) “Taking Faith Home,” a resource
with family conversation starters,
prayers and Bible readings is avail-
able on the bulletin board.

The October lectionary texts are
listed below.

October 4 - 18 Pentecost
Genesis 2:18-24

Psalm 8
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16

October 11 - 19 Pentecost
Amos 5:6-7, 10-15

Psalm 90:12-17

Hebrews 4:12-16

Mark 10:17-31

October 18 - 20 Pentecost
[saiah 53:4-12

Psalm 91:9-16

Hebrews 5:1-10

Mark 10:35-45

October 25 — Reformation
Sunday

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 46
Romans 3:19-28

)
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Church Library News

The Fox Valley Chapter of the National Church Librarians Association
invites you to their fall meeting at 9 a.m.on Saturday, October 3, at
Ascension Lutheran Church, 2911 Libal Street, Green Bay. Amy Vanden
Plas from Butterfly Books, DePere, will bring books and share reviews on
the theme, “Shelf 13 - What's On It for Kids?” and will talk about children’s
books and DVD’s on the topics of addiction, adoption, death, divorce,
handicapped, illness, multicultural understanding and step-parenting.

Wangerin Books in Libraries

Walt Wangerin is a favorite author of many people. He is the author “The

Four Acts of Prayer”, one of the studies offered in the Wednesday LIFT this
fall. We have 20 of his books and videos in our church libraries. To locate
these, look for his name in the Author Book list on the desks and they will

be on display for the month of October. In both libraries:

The Book of God: The Bible as a Novel (220.5, Wan) One review states,
“Bubbles with creativity but above all is the work of a craftsman.” Add this
to your reading, with our ELCA emphasis on “Bible: Book of Faith.”

In the Beginning There Was No Sky (C, 222.11, Wan) Madeleine L'Engle
said, “Walter Wangerin is a special and beautiful writer, and this is a spe-
cial and beautiful book. It should also be a special read-aloud book for

many children.”

Water, Come Down: The Day You Were Baptized (C, 265.1, Wan)
H. George Anderson stated about this children’s book: “A lilting, bright
reminder of the gifts of baptism.” It includes ideas for family discussions.

We Broke a record!

Did you know that you helped

to break a world record?
Congratulations and thank you

to everyone who was part of the
World's Largest Fair Trade Coffee
Break for World Fair Trade Day!

For the week before and after

May 9, more than seventy Lutheran
congregations totaling over 5,000
people participated and helped
raise awareness about Fair Trade.
Next year look for more fun ways to
celebrate World Fair Trade Day.

The tallying is still going on, but
preliminary numbers indicate more
than 64,000 people across the U.S.

Outreach
& Social Ministry

participated, surpassing Finland’s
record of 52,061 in Oct 2008. And
we found so much enjoyment in
helping to break this record!

First English has been a top
supporter of the Fair Trade Coffee
Project for at least 10 years; we
were one of the early purchasers
and congregational users of this
fine coffee.

We will be selling Fair Trade Coffee
and other items on Sunday, Oct. 4,
2009. Keep up the great support!
Hope to see you there.
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October Prayer Shawl Ministry
dates

The quarterly meeting for the FELC
prayer shawl ministry will be held
on Wednesday, October 7 at 9 a.m.
at the Downtown Site Lounge. The
quarterly meeting is a time to share
patterns and discussion on how to
continue to grow this ministry.

How do the prayer shawls get
distributed? Shawls can be
distributed by lay members, staff
and pastors.While creating a shawl,
a person may or may not know

the recipient. A journal is being
maintained in the church office so
knitters and crocheters can record
who is receiving a shawl. It is
requested that all shawls be entered
into the church journal, even those
being given outside the church
office. For example, you may be
knitting a shawl for a neighbor who
is not a member of FELC. The shawl
ministry still would like to know that
a shawl was knit and given. In time,
the prayer shawl journal will show a
wonderful history.

No-Sew Blankets

An outreach effort for the entire
family. Come and join us on Satur-
day, November 14, from 9 to

11 a.m. at the North Site in the
Gathering Area to make fleece
“no-sew” blankets which will be
donated to Project Linus. Please
bring the following amount of fleece
(40 inches or wider) for your project:
Baby/Toddler blanket — Two coor-
dinating pieces I to 1 yards each.
Child - Two coordinating pieces

1% yards each.

Teen/Adult blanket - Two coordi-
nating pieces 2 yards each. Con-
tact Donna Haberland in the church
office to RSVP by Thursday, Nov.12
or with questions.

Live out your faith!

October is the month that we on
the Outreach and Social Ministry
team focus on some of our local
hunger issues. Consider helping
out or contributing to members
who are participating in the fol-
lowing events.

o
>
%

October 1 from 9 a.m to

1:30 p.m.at the Salvation Army
Building, 130 E North St., Apple-
ton: Salvation Army Meal Prepara-
tion/ Serving/ Clean-up. Join other
volunteers from First English in
preparing a meal for those who are
in need.

October 9-15: The Faith to Face
Poverty Week hosted by the Fox
Cities Project Promise Poverty Co-
alition. Project Promise is working
toward the goal of ending poverty
by using three strategies: Aware-
ness, Education, and Action. The
need is great as unemployment
rates in Wisconsin have doubled
from March 2008 to March 2009.
Here are some things that you can
do:

1. Go to www.thehungersite.com

daily and click. Sponsors will pro-

vide 1.1 cups of food to the hungry
each time you visit (limit once per
day).

2. Put a dot on your wristwatch
or cell phone and say a prayer for
those in poverty every time you
look at it during the week.

3. Eat meatless meals 2 days a
week for 3 weeks and donate the
money you saved to the charity of
your choice.

4. Help someone learn to read,;
there is a proven link between low
levels of literacy and high levels of
poverty. Tutor someone for a year
through the Fox Valley Literacy
Coalition. (920-991-9840)

5. Set aside the free item of all
“buy one, get one free” offers at
your local grocery store. Bring
those items on November lor 8
to the “Fill the Trailers” campaign
organized by Andy Moscinski and
the First English Youth.

October 11 at 11:15 am, Down-
town Site: CROP Walk. There will
be forms available in the gathering
areas at both sites if you would
like to participate in this event or
contribute to others who are doing
so. The CROP Walk is an annual
event that seeks to raise funds to
help with hunger issues within the
community. Consider participating
as a family-it's a great way to raise
awareness,

October 11, All services: Cel-
ebrate and bless the quilts, school
kits, health kits, and layettes that
will be sent on the Lutheran World
Relief Box Car Load this year. The
items are being loaded onto the
boxcar on Saturday, October 17.

- V0

l"'/
-

‘ SERVE ONE
ANOTHER
IN LOVE.

GALATIANS 5:13, NIV
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God Smiles

Years ago, one of our Lay Com-
munion Visitors was assigned to a
woman who suffered from de-
mentia. Although the woman was
incapable of taking communion,
the communion visitor saw her
anyway. Sometimes the woman
did not even want to come out of
her room, but the visitor often did
not know this in advance. Since
the woman lived in a kind of group
home situation, the whole group
would respond when our visitor
would stand by her person’s door
and begin to sing “Jesus Loves
me”. Soon the members of the
group would be sitting around our
communion visitor, singing and
listening to the stories about Jesus
that she told. Usually at some
point, the woman being visited
opened her door and joined the
group. After the woman died, our
Lay Communion Visitor was very
surprised to receive a letter from
the family, thanking her for the
visits with their relative. Keeping
in touch with members, even when
they do not recognize the visitor
was priceless to the family.

How great it is to see the joy and
big, warm smile of someone who
has just received Holy Commu-
nion in home. His expressions
communicate he has just received
the best gift anyone could have
given him.

Support Groups

If you could lead a support group,
please let Karen Herbrich, the
Health Ministry Coordinator of
First English Lutheran Church,
know you have that ability.

October Lutheran World Relief shipment
The boxcar headed to Lutheran World Relief will be loaded October 17, so
there is still time to donate quilts, layettes, school kit and health kit items.
Please bring your items by October 10. Thank you for helping our neigh-
bors around the world.

Layettes: Any of the following items (sizes 0 to 24 month) or a complete
kit would be greatly appreciated. A pattern for knitting sweaters is avail-
able at the gifts table. We are especially in need of lightweight sleepers
and cash donations for diapers.

e Two lightweight cotton shirts or Onesies® (or similar item)

e Two long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers (with or without feet)
e One sweater or sweatshirt

e Four cloth diapers, flat fold preferred

e Two washcloths, full-size preferred

e Two receiving blankets, medium weight cotton or flannel, or
crocheted or knitted with lightweight yarn (suggested size is 36" X
36")

e One bath-size bar (4-5 oz.) of gentle soap, in original wrapping
e Two diaper pins

School Kits: Thanks to many who have sewn school bags for the LWR
School Kits. Items being collected to fill the school bags are:

e blunt Fiskar scissor

ruler with inches and cm

pencil sharpener

215" erasers

box of 24 crayons
e 3 spiral notebooks (70 count)

Health Kits: The Judith Circle coordinates bundling the health kits. Iltems
needed include:

e One dark color hand towel

e One dark color washcloth

e One bath-size bar (4-5 oz.) of soap, in original wrapping
e One adult-size toothbrush in original packaging

e One sturdy comb

e One metal nail file or nail clippers with file attached

e Six Band-Aids® 4" to %"

Cash donations are also welcome. Please write “LWR layettes, school kits
or health kits” on the memo line of your check and place it in the offering
plate or mail it to the church office. Donated items can be placed in the
bassinette at the Downtown Site or on the Gifts Table at the North Site.
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Are you still walking and exercis-
ing? 1 hope so, however the “Walk
to Hawaii” has officially ended.
Members of First English Lutheran
Church walked, rode, paddled,
skated, etc. 4,402 miles and made
it to Hawaii. Special thanks go out
to Amy Gadbois, Cindy McCafferty,
Marcia Erdman, and Ryan Chadek
for their help in organizing and
monitoring the event. Thanks to

the following people who faithfully
reported their progress:

Lois Niles Emilie Larson
Derek Jones Jeffrey Hatton
Sue Kromm Sherry Pham
Ann Jones Jean Monson

Jan Sommerfeld Timothy Larsen

Amy Prideaux Jeff Picken
Cathy Leinum Kristi Picken
Kevin Prideaux Anna Schmidt
Dong Pham Alec Schmidt-
Andrew Prideaux  Cory Van Beek
Noah Prideaux Linda Hash
Earl Green Kent Van Beek
Bob Golz Emily Schmidt
Mary Vandenberg Nolan Gnewuch
Karen Herbrich Cheri Dworak
Grace Jones Gloria Gillis
Livy Jones Cindy McCafferty
Kristin Welk Elayne Lastofka
Cathy Jokela Chuck Tomasi
Ray Nelson Julie Tomasi
Ross Larson Kathy Brumm

Workers in the Medical

Field

If you are working in the medical
field or have done so, please no-
tify Karen Herbrich, Health Minis-
try Coordinator, so she can com-
pile a list of the medical resources
within the congregation.

Gospel Praise
Ensemble from
Augsburg College
coming soon

On Sunday, November 1, the
Gospel Praise Ensemble from
Augsburg College will add to the
festivity at our North Site worship
services. Combmmg a 20- member

jazz band

with eight ___@\MV {
vocalists, this N‘!‘
group plays 6/
everything

from

traditional gospel tunes to
African-American jazz standards
and Jamaican reggae to Native
American songs. Augsburg
College, located in the heart of
the Twin Cities, is a college of the
ELCA. A free-will offering will be
collected to help defray their tour
expenses.

Following the services, we'll host
the ensemble for lunch in the
North Site Activity Center. If you
could furnish a salad or dessert
for the meal, or would like to join
us for the pot-luck lunch, please
contact Margaret Zweig (920-991-
1417; mzweig@new.rr.com) or call
the church office.

Worship

Music & Meditation
Sunday on Oct.18

What is your favorite hymn, psalm,
or spiritual song? On Sunday,
October 18, we'll sing many of our
congregation’s favorite hymns and
songs in worship. Let us know
your favorite by filling out a ‘Music
& Meditation’ slip available in

the Gathering Area, or e-mail the
following information to mmoll@
felc.com by Wednesday, October 7.

1. Your name.

2. Your favorite hymn or song.

3. Why is it a favorite hymn or
song for you?

4. Which worship service do
you normally attend?

Fall Pick-Up Choir

All ages and abilities are welcome
to sing in the Fall Pick-Up Choir.
We'll rehearse at 9:15 a.m.

on Sunday, October 11 in the
Downtown Site Choir Room. The
Fall Pick-Up Choir will sing in the
8 a.m. worship service on Sunday,
October 18 at the Downtown Site.
For more information, contact
Melissa Moll in the church office.
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Expectant parent
ministry

Work has been underway for a year for the expectant parent ministry at
First English. An expectant parent/family prayer chain has been developed
for those in the congregation who are pregnant or in the process of adopt-
ing. Prayer is a powerful component of these events and knowing that oth-
ers are in connection with you through prayer is even more powerful. We
are still looking for individuals who

Health |I|II

e would be interested in becoming prayer partners,
e being a member of an expectant parent prayer chain,
e providing meals to new families.

The expectant parent prayer chain operates separately from the First
English congregation prayer chain, unless a request would be made to
include participants within the congregation-wide prayer chain or prayers
of the church each Sunday. ——
Expectant parent prayer partners:

e Check in with assigned prayer partner.

e Pray.

e Respect the confidentiality and privacy of all involved.

e Activate expectant family prayer chain or congregation prayer
chain.

¢ [nquire about nonprayer needs.

e Activate the prayer chain when labor begins or when the
adoption process begins so members are “bathed in prayer.”

e Help coordinate volunteers to bring food to families once.
Expectant parent prayer chain members:

e Provide prayer as requests come in (either through phone or
e-mail).

e Respect the confidentiality and privacy of all involved.
e Pray daily for those requests that have been received.
e Participate in providing a meal, upon request.
New parent meals
e Provide meals to new families, upon request.

Interested? Contact the church office or complete the interest sheet be-
low and place it in the offering plate or forward to the church office.

Phone: E-mail:

Level of interest (feel free to choose one or all):

Prayer partner Prayer chain Provide meals

Official acts: August ‘09

Weddings:

e Tanya Brinkman and Jason Walter

e Maria LeDuc and Brad Bichler

e Andrea Aldrich and Dan Thiel

e Kristen Ernst and Matt Schmitz
Baptisms:

e Sydney Knaack

e Cecilia Berendes

e Brendan Hale
Funerals:

® Margaret Rohde

90+ Birthdays

¢ Allen Hoeppner, Sr.
turns 90 on October 23
Century Oaks/Janssen House
W2629 Barney Ct.
Appleton, WI 54915

Anniversaries

¢ Robert and Juanita Gauerke
celebrate 58 years together on
October 13.

¢ Robert and Roberta Roloff
celebrate 50 years together on
October 24.

e Merlin and Joan Keller
celebrate 45 years together on
October 3.

¢ Dennis and Barbara
Dickman
celebrate 45 years together on
October 31.

* Robert and Becky Kallio
celebrate 35 years together on
October 12.

¢ John and Margaret Zweig
celebrate 35 years together on
October 19.

e George and Lori Gosz
celebrate 30 years together on
October 6.

¢ Kim and Connie Kafura
celebrate 25 years together on
October 27.

e Mike and Amy Truby celebrate
25 years together on October 27.
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4:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Wednesday Night LIFT

OCTOBER SCHEDULE
KidsKlub (grades K-3) DS 014
Learning Hour (adult)

The Four Acts of Prayer (adult) DS Lounge
Youth Drop In (grades 6-8) DS Youth Room
Fellowship Meal DS (see back for reservations)
Worship DS Sanctuary
Nooma/Breathe (grades 10-12) DS Youth Room
Confirmation / C3 (grades 7-9)

KidsKlub (grades K-6) DS Room 014
Learning Hour

Bethel Bible (confirmed /adult) DS 115

The Four Acts of Prayer (adult) DS Lounge
Worship Team rehearsal (grades 10-12+)
Seraphim Choir (grades 7-12) DS Choir Room
Youth Drop In (grades 9-12) DS Youth Room

“The Four Acts of Prayer”

KidsKlub

Both new and experienced Christians find praying to be something of a mystery and often wonder about
how to pray. In the ten lessons of “The Four Acts of Prayer,” author Walter Wangerin presents a framework
for praying that infuses prayer with a rhythm while maintaining its personal nature. Wangerin teaches that
prayer is a conversation between God and each one of us. Choose a session at 4:30 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. in the
Lounge at the Downtown Site, continuing October 7 through December 2.

Each Wednesday, KidsKlub for Grades K-3 meets from 4:30-5:15 p.m. and KidsKlub for Grades K-6 meets from 7-8
p.m. in Room 014 at the Downtown Site. Weekly activities relate to the gospel lesson from the Wednesday and Sun-
day worship services. A great opportunity for families to attend worship and learning together.

Holy Communion Class

Parents and children ages 8 and older are invited to a 3-session workshop on Holy Communion
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, October 14, 21 and November 4 in the Fellowship Hall at the
Downtown Site. Participants learn how the common elements of bread and wine are used in the
sacrament and review “table manners” for receiving this gift of grace. The next class will be held in
the Spring. Please RSVP the names of parents and children attending the workshop and the age of
siblings needing child care by calling the church office.

Wednesday Night Worship
6:15 p.m. Downtown Site

If you would like to participate as part of
the worship team for Wednesday Night
LIFT Worship, please contact Andy
Moscinski in the Family & Youth Office.
Musicians, actors, readers, preachers,
audio and visual, worship assistants, and
more are needed. Please consider par-
ticipating and joining in worship. This is
open to people of all ages and abilities.
Come taste and see how good the Lord

Sock Drive

As fall is upon us, help us to remember those

who are less fortunate than us, in transitions in

life, or homeless. We often think about food and

jackets for people during this time of the year,

but many go with out the simple necessity of a

warm pair of socks. When faced with a limited budget and many
necessities to pay for such as food, shelter or prescription medi-
cines, individuals and families tend to put socks at the bottom of
the list. Oftentimes, there is an embarrassment associated with
not having these items, not to mention it can be uncomfortable
and cold in the fall and winter.

During October bring in at least one new pair of socks for an
adult or child to be donated to the Fox Valley Emergency Shelter.
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Wednesday LIFT meal registration

To register for meals, e-mail the church office at felc@felc.com and include the information below, or
complete and tear off this form, return it to the church office or place it in the offering plate. The cost is
$5 for adults and for children ages 5 and older; children under 5 are free. (Family/household maximum is
$20). Payment will be collected on Wednesday nights.

Meals are served from 5:30-6:15 p.m.

Name: (Please print clearly)

_ Oct. 7: Zuppa’s: Wraps (vegetarian & meat option) Total Under 5
____ Oct. 14: Mary's Family Restaurant: Broasted Chicken Total Under 5
_____Oct. 21: Schreiner’s Diner: Paul’s Italian Bake Total Under 5
__ Oct. 28: Schweitzer’s Catering: Taco Buffet Total Under 5

Reservation deadline for these catered meals is noon on Monday. Please help our LIFT volunteers by honoring this noon
deadline on Monday! To cancel your reservation, call the church office by noon on Tuesday. Payment is needed for cancella-
tions made after noon on Tuesday. NOTE: If confirmation students would like a complimentary peanut butter & jelly sand-

Wednesday LIFT meal volunteers needed

Thank you to the dedicated volunteers who offer each week to assist with the LIFT meals. A

core group of volunteers arrive to help create a meal that changes weekly and helps provide W
convenience and fellowship for the evening. If you are interested in helping periodically,
please consider this opportunity. VVolunteers arrive at 4:30 p.m. and complete their tasks by
approximately 6:45 p.m. Bakers are also needed on a regular basis. What a great way to try
new recipes. Confirmation students may sign up and use one month of successful service as
an outreach GYFT for their covenants. Students are excused from worship if clean up is not

-

S

complete.

_ Oct. 7: __ Set up/clean up help

_ Oct.14:: __ Setup/clean up help __Bakers (2 dozen)

_ Oct.21: __ Setup/clean up help ___Bakers (2 dozen) Name:
_ Oct.28: __ Setup/clean up help __Bakers (2 dozen) email:

Wednesday LIFT nursery attendants needed

Nursery care is needed each Wednesday from 6-8 p.m. A minimum of one adult is needed during that time. Please let
us know if you can volunteer for any of the upcoming Wednesday's in October. Students in confirmation may sign up
and are excused from worship service the nights they are assigned. One month of suc-

cessful service counts as an outreach GYFT for your covenant.
_ Oct. 7: __ 6-7p.m. andlor __ 7-8 p.m.

_ Oct.14:: __ 6-7p.m. andlor __ 7-8p.m.

_ Oct.21: __ 6-7p.m. andlor __ 7-8 p.m.

_ Oct.28: __ 6-7p.m. andlor __ 7-8 p.m.

Name: email:

Living W Foith Tuqdﬁ_:v
_ (Adult, 18+) _ Youth: age (must be 12 or older)
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First English Lutheran Church-
Congregation Council Meeting
Downtown Site -

August 25, 2009

Present: Mike Lokensgard,

Ellen Evensen, Steve Uslabar, Mark
DesRochers, Jeff Diehl, Dean Haas,
Gordy Jeppson, Kathy Larson, Dana
Olson, Dong Pham, Jeff Picken, John
Zweig, Pastors Bauer and Dismer
Excused: Amy Henderson, Dan Baum-
bach

Guests: Brenda Smongeski

Devotions: Gordy Jeppson

Approval of Minutes: A motion was
made and seconded to approve the
July 28, 2009 minutes.Motion passed
unanimously.

Ministry Team Reports: The
minutes of the Ministry Teams were
presented. Discussion followed.

Treasurer’s Report:

1) Steve Uslabar presented the
following documents: Report to the
FELC Council, Sunday Offering by
Week, 2009 Weekly Offering, FELC 2009
Budget Summary, and Echoes Gift &
Thrift. Discussion followed.

2) A motion was made and seconded
to approve the Treasurer's report as
submitted.Motion passed unanimous-

ly.

Executive Committee Report -
August 10 & August 23, 2009:

1) Minutes from both meetings
were presented.

2)The purpose of the meeting was to
discuss:

a. an issue between staff members
that the Executive Committee has ad-
dressed and considers closed, and

b. the staffing plan proposed by
Andy Moscinski for Family & Youth
Ministry.

3) The expectation is to provide for
worship, outreach, learning and social
experience within this department.

4) For the council’s information,
John will send a memo explaining the
realignment changes and Andy will
discuss the changes with the staff.

5) The personnel sub-group will es-

First English Lutheran Church

tablish job descriptions.
6) John and Brenda will discuss bud-
get/salary concerns.

Pastor’s Reports were submitted.
No discussion.

Old Business:

1) Report/Update on ongoing
issues:

a. Our Parish Nurse, Karen
Herbrich, will be on medical unpaid
leave beginning in October, at least
through the end of 2009.

b. Volunteer help will be needed to
support the ongoing needs of Karen'’s
programs. The members of the com-
mittee that initially defined the Parish
Nurse position and worked to recruit
Karen will be contacted to assist. Visi-
tations will also have to be covered by
pastoral staff and volunteers.

2) Budget: Mike Lokensgard met with
the staff on August 25:

a. asking them to find ways to save
money,

b. discussed concerns/issues
the staff would like to address
regarding a lead pastor,

c. explained that a transition plan is
in process.

3) Task Force Updates:

a. North Site — Jeff Picken: This
task force held cottage meetings and
reviewed the results of the meetings
and a survey. Two groups were estab-
lished: one will be surveying other two
site churches to assess how they are
organized and the second will look for
civic organizations on the north side of
Appleton to see if there are ways the
NS can support those organizations.
More meetings are being planned and
the information will be presented to
the congregation at the Informational
Meeting.

b. Communications — Mark DesRo-
chers: The task force feels like it met
the goals that were set for this task
force and is looking for further direc-
tion from the council. Suggestions
included asking the congregation at
the Informational Meeting what is the
most efficient way to communicate
with the congregation, and ask them

www.felc.com

(el puitnress ATgr g, A0 how they find out what in happening in

the church.

4) Capital Campaign follow-up:Jeff
Diehl, Gordy and John: The document
Capital Campaign Update was submit-
ted to the council. The team continues
to work and progress is being made.

New Business:

1) ELCA Resolutions regarding hu-
man sexuality — Mike.

a. Pastors Bauer and Dismer will cre-
ate a letter for the Newsletter and will
prepare a statement to be presented
at the beginning of the Informational
Meeting.

b. A sign-up sheet will be avail-
able at the Informational Meeting for
congregational members to discuss the
resolution in small groups.

c. Letters from Reverend Mark S.
Hanson, ELCA Presiding Bishop and
ECSW Bishop James A. Justman were
submitted to the council. These will be
referenced in the communication from
the pastors and made available on the
website.

2) Congregational Informational Ses-
sions planning.

a. The meeting will be held on
September 14, 2009 at 6:30 p.m., in the
Sanctuary at the Downtown Site.

b. A tentative agenda was set.

c. Task Forces should begin to pre-
pare their presentations.

d. The pastors will announce the
meetings and an announcement will
be placed in the bulletin and newslet-
ter.

e. The Bishop has indicated he can
be in attendance.

Official Acts: A motion was made
and seconded to approve the July 2009
Official Acts. Motion passed unani-
mously.

Closing Prayer: The meeting was
closed with The Lord’s Prayer.

Notes taken by Judy Snavely
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Downtown Site

Corner of Drew and North streets
920-733-2303

Service Times

Sundays: 8, 9:15 & 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays: 6:15 p.m.

North Site

Corner of Broadway Drive and Ballard Road
920-882-7942

Service Times

Sundays: 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

November newsletter deadline:
All submissions due at noon, October 15, to felc@felc.com

First English Pastoral Staff
Mary Bauer, ext. 316

Michael Dismer, ext. 320
Karen Herbrich, R.N., ext. 310

First English Support Staff
Jenell Barth, 920-882-7942
Paul Barth, 920-733-2303
Anita Damon, ext. 329
Donna Haberland, ext. 324
Kathy Hoffman, 920-882-8172
Kristy Howard, ext. 317
Meri Hujet, ext. 319
Melissa Moll, ext. 326

Jean Monson, ext. 322
Andrew Moscinski, ext. 312
Brenda Smongeski, ext. 313
Judy Snavely, ext. 315

Bob Whitton, 920-915-5334
Yvette Woerishofer, ext. 323

mbauer@felc.com
mdismer@felc.com
kherbrich@felc.com

jbarth@felc.com
pbarth@felc.com
adamon@felc.com
dhaberland@felc.com
echoes@felc.com
khoward@felc.com
mhujet@felc.com
mmoll@felc.com
jmonson@felc.com
amoscinski@felc.com
bsmongeski@felc.com
jsnavely@felc.com
bobwhitton@gmail.com
ywoerishofer@felc.com
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