
















 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
   
      As you know, the ELCA Church-wide assembly was held in Minneapolis last week and some very 
important decisions were made. In addition to passing the Lutheran Malaria Initiative, Funding of 
the HIV and AIDS Strategy, and Full Communion with The United Methodist Church, the assembly 
passed a Social Statement on sexuality. Quoting from Rev Mark Hanson, the ELCA presiding 
bishop, "the assembly adopted resolutions.... about how we will live together in the face of our 
disagreements."  The following resolutions passed. 
 
• Resolution 3:  “…in the implementation of any resolutions on ministry policies, the ELCA 

commit itself to bear one another's burdens, love the neighbor, and respect the bound 
consciences of all." 

• Resolution 1:  “… that the ELCA commit itself to finding ways to allow congregations that 
choose to do so to recognize, support and hold publicly accountable life-long, monogamous, 
same - gender relationships."  

• Resolution 2: “…that the ELCA commit itself to finding a way for people in such publicly 
accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships to serve as rostered leaders of 
this church." 

• Resolution 4:  This resolution dealt with the bound consciences of people on both sides of the 
issue and establishes structured flexibility allowing congregations, synods and bishops to 
determine who should be considered for a call.  

 
 We at FELC need to dialogue as to what this means for us specifically since the resolutions 
do not mandate how churches go forward.  In late September and October we will offer the 
opportunity for us to gather in small groups to discuss these important matters. If you wish to 
discuss this prior to the small group meetings, feel free to phone us. 
 
 In Christ,  

  
 
Pastor Mike Dismer   Pastor Mary Bauer 
 
 
For information on other resolutions passed at the ELCA Assembly, including those on HIV/Aids, 
the Lutheran Malaria Initiative, and full communion with Methodists go to  www.elca.org and click 
on the link to the 2009 Assembly. 
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