FELC Friendship Pads
Please ﬁll out the Friendship
Pad when asked during worship. If the church ofﬁce does
not currently have your contact information or it has
changed, please indicate that in
the appropriate column.

Nursery Care
The Downtown Site Nursery
(located across from the Library
in the Gathering Area) and the
North Site Nursery (off the main
hallway, across from the
restrooms) are open for family
use during all services Please
ask an usher if you need
assistance.

The Week of June 10, 2018 At-A-Glance

First English Lutheran Church

Sunday, June 10
8:30 & 10 a.m.
9 a.m.
10 a.m.
3 p.m.
Monday

Downtown Site
Sunday Worship: 8:30 & 10 a.m.
Ofﬁce Hours: M-Th: 8:30 a.m.- 4 p.m.
F: 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

3:30 p.m.
5:15 p.m.
6 p.m.
8:15 p.m.
Tuesday
6:30 a.m.
7 p.m.
Wednesday

Hearing Assistance
If you are in need of a personal receiver, ask a Downtown
Site usher, or a North Site
soundboard technician.

Large-print Resources
At the Downtown Site, if you
are in need of a large print Bible
or bulletin, please ask an usher.

AED Units on Site
Automated external deﬁbrillators are outside the Downtown
Site Usher’s Room and next to
the North Site sound booth.

Video Recording
The 8:30 a.m. Downtown Site
worship service is videorecorded to share with our
homebound members upon
request.

In Need of Prayer?
For additions to the prayer
chain, email or call the church
ofﬁce (felc@felc.com; 733-2303).

More Information
For detailed information on
these and more FELC events,
opportunities and ministries,
pick up a newsletter in the
Gathering Area, visit our website at www.felc.com, or check
the bulletin boards and kiosks
in the Gathering Area.

10:30 a.m.
Noon
3 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
7 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
Thursday
9 a.m.
7 p.m.
Friday
6:30 a.m.
11 a.m.
Sunday, June 17
8:30 & 10 a.m.
9 a.m.

DS=Downtown Site

Worship, DS Sanctuary
NS=North Site
Worship, NS Sanctuary
Ukulele Combo Rehearsal, NS Sanctuary
Conﬁrmation Camp Drop-Off, Crossways Pine Lake
Newsletter Deadline; Day Camp, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Plamann Park Chris Brandt Shelter
Wednesday Worship Rehearsal, NS Sanctuary
Stephen Ministry, DS Lounge
Financial Peace, DS 110
Pick Up Basketball, NS Activity Center
Day Camp, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Plamann Park Chris Brandt Shelter
Men’s Ministry, NS Library
Worship & Music Ministry Team, NS Library
Day Camp, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Plamann Park Chris Brandt Shelter
Bible Study with Kirsten, DS 110
Stewardship Committee, DS Lounge
Miriam Circle, DS Library
Worship Music Team Rehearsal, NS Sanctuary
Wednesday Worship, NS Sanctuary
VBS Planning Team, NS Library
reFUEL (Grades 7-12+), NS
Day Camp, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Plamann Park Chris Brandt Shelter
Adult Bible Study, DS Lounge
ATC Open Basketball, NS Activity Center

Men’s Ministry, NS Library
Conﬁrmation Camp Pick Up, Crossways Pine Lake, Waupaca
Worship, DS Sanctuary
Worship, NS Sanctuary

Kid’s Strong Camp For Youth Affected by Cancer
Apple Creek YMCA, Aug. 13-17, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Fun for a Week - Friendships for Life
This week-long program invites kids ages 5-12 affected by cancer,
along with a friend or sibling, to escape from their journey and enjoy
a camp experience. Activities including nature walks, scavenger
hunts, ﬁtness fun, mind/body classes, journaling, arts & crafts and
more. Led by the YMCA’s staff, children have the opportunity to explore nature and meet others with similar stories. Register online at
www.ymcafoxcities.org, or call Amanda Vander Logt at (920)702-2316
if you have questions. The fee is $99/camper, and registration deadline is July 31. Campers will need to bring their own lunch each day.

www.felc.com

Announcements
Week of June 10, 2018

felc@felc.com

North Site
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.
Wednesday Worship: 6:15 p.m.

Love Jesus. Live your call.
First English is committed to becoming a more welcoming, inclusive congregation.

Sunday at FELC
Thank you Pastor Harms
Thank you to Pastor Clarence Harms for
helping us out during Pastor Mary’s sabbatical. Pastor Harms was born in Geneva, New
York, where his father was stationed with the
U.S. Navy in WW II. He was raised in Orange
County, California, where he raised pigs,
sheep, chickens, and rabbits as 4-H projects.
He graduated from Concordia Seminary,
St. Louis, and served congregations in
Nebraska and Wisconsin. In retirement, he
and Linda enjoy their hobby of pursuing and
playing Euro-style strategy board games, such
as Catan, Power Grid, and Ticket to Ride. They
have been teaching volunteers for Mayfair
Games at gaming conventions all over the U. S.

Submit “Can’t Serve” Dates for
Worship Volunteering
While we need fewer worship volunteers
during the summer, we encounter more “can’t
serve” dates within our volunteer families as
they are enjoying additional travel opportunities that summer brings. A worship schedule
is being created for July 2 - Sept. 30. To assist
with scheduling, please review your personal
calendars and record within MSP any dates
you are unavailable to serve. The deadline to
record unavailable dates is today. If you need
any assistance with updating your ‘can’t
serve’ dates, please contact Kathy Larson
(klarson@felc.com or 733-2303). Thank you.

Looking Ahead
50+ Trip
On Thursday, June 14, travel to
Shawano to visit the Twig
Beverage Museum. The group
will meet at the Downtown Site
at
8:45
a.m.,
carpooling
promptly at 9 a.m. Meeting in the gift shop,
the guide will start the tour at 10:30 a.m.
Afterwards, the group will lunch at Luigi’s, a
local restaurant. Today is the last day to sign
up on the sheet on the Kiosk in the Downtown Site Gathering Area. Please join us for a
fun trip. Questions? Contact Sharon Evensen
at saevensen@gmail.com.

Layette Information
Would you like to ﬁnd out about layettes for
missions? There will be a short meeting on
Wednesday, June 13 at the North Site,
following the worship service (approximately
7:15 p.m.) Come and learn about this
wonderful ministry.

Echoes Needs You
Echoes, a Christian Thrift Store needs you for
both donations and to shop. This vibrant First
English ministry is in need of your donations
and your shopping dollars. With many neighborhood garage sales, Echoes sales typically
slow in the summer months. Please don’t
forget Echoes this summer.

Summer Worship Times at Both Sites
The summer worship schedule through
Sept. 9:
 Sunday, Downtown Site: 8:30 and 10 a.m.
 Sunday, North Site: 9 a.m.
 Wednesday, North Site: 6:15 p.m.,

May 30 - Aug. 29
(led by summer interns June 6 - Aug. 15)

Echoes, A Christian Thrift Store
Echoes, a Christian Thrift Store, is seeking to
ﬁll a 10-20 hour per week role assisting with a
variety of tasks. The primary work day would
be Saturday from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. If you have
questions or are interested in this paid position, please contact Kathy Hoffman at (920)
882-8172 or echoes@felc.com. Interested high
school students are encouraged to apply.

North Site
Discipleship Coordinator Role
FELC is seeking to hire a North Site Discipleship Coordinator. This person will work closely
with Pastor Mary and the Invitation and Hospitality Ministry Team. A main responsibility
of this part-time staff role is to foster the
discovery of FELC members’ personal calls
and empower them to live out those calls in
their personal lives, in our congregation and
our community. Interested or have questions?
View the job description at www.felc.com/
forms or speak to Brenda in the Church Ofﬁce
(733-2303). Submit your cover letter and
resume to bsmongeski@felc.com or mail to
the Church Ofﬁce at 326 E. North St.,
Appleton, WI, 54911.

Pizza and Planning
As a community service, Wichmann-Fargo
Funeral Homes & Crematories will be
conducting a complimentary Pizza & Planning
educational program on Wednesday, June 20,
at 11 a.m. at Wichmann-Fargo Funeral Homes
& Crematory, 537 N. Superior Street,
Appleton. This program will explain the
emotional and ﬁnancial beneﬁts of advance
funeral planning followed by informal
questions, answers and a complimentary
pizza lunch. Seat reservations should be
made by calling Wichmann-Fargo Funeral
Homes & Crematories at (920)297-2742.
Advance funeral planning provides survivors
with a reduction in stress, confusion and
conﬂict while they are grieving. WichmannFargo Funeral Home’s advance planning
services are free, and prove to provide
families with peace of mind. It is our mission
to collaborate more with our local churches in
an effort to educate their members on the
emotional beneﬁts of having a spiritual funeral ceremony/service/liturgy.

Save the Date!
Women of the ELCA Presents

Take Up Your Cross; Walk God’s Justice
Sisters Together Retreat
Sept. 21-22, 2018
Imago Dei Bible Camp, Clintonville, WI
Price: $80 (Scholarships available)
For registration, please contact Carol
Cleveland at cacleveland50@gmail.com or
(920)982-4835.

Financial Peace University
A Biblical approach to budgeting and ﬁnances: First English is hosting Dave Ramsey’s “Financial
Peace University” series on Mondays, at 6:30 p.m. in Room 110 at the Downtown Site. Financial
Peace is a 9-week, life-changing program that empowers and teaches you how to make the right
money decisions to achieve your ﬁnancial goals and God's plan for your life. The course includes
practical lessons on eliminating debt, building wealth, giving like never before, and much more.
The materials fee is $129/per household. Rick Fiﬁeld is the facilitator. The class has met once,
but it isn’t too late to join. Interested? Contact Rick (rof7915@outlook.com; 920-209-6618).

Lunchtime Organ Recitals

Prayer Connection

Frank Rippl serves as series coordinator for
the Lunchtime Organ Recital. Frank is an organist and former music director at All Saints
Episcopal Church, Appleton. Concerts are
held at churches in the Appleton, Neenah,
Menasha and Fox Valley area. Performers donate their talents and churches donate building use. These free concerts are Wednesdays
at 12:15 - 12:45 p.m. unless otherwise stated.
June 13: Dr. Derek Nichols
St. Bernard Catholic Church

Prayer connects us to each other in this community of faith and to Christ. To be included
in the list of prayers, submit names to the
church ofﬁce or the First English staff. Names
are removed after one month, but can always be
extended by request. Please remember these
First English members, friends and families in
prayer in the coming week:

Harbor House Current Needs
Paper towel
Baby wipes
New women’s underwear (individual or

small packs please)
New women’s summer pajamas
Did you know you can purchase and ship
needed items for Harbor House all from Amazon? It's true! You can shop and purchase
items for Harbor House from our Amazon
Wish List. When you purchase items from the
Wish List, they will ship directly to Harbor
House. Amazing how something so quick and
simple can make such a big difference to Harbor House!

Stephen Ministry

Prayers of Healing, Wholeness & Peace
Mary Lou Garnsworthy
Nathan Meissner
Brooklyn Ann Converse
Angel Manos
Todd Hollenberger
Jacob Schwab
Justin Schwab
Laurie Niles
Lynn Boenker
 Debra Boushley
 David Heindel
Doug Hansen
 Amy Ponomarev

 Moore Peregrine
 Tom Roy
 Je’Ann Johnson
 Paul Henrikson
 Juanita Gauerke
 Robb Schaefer
 Kim Norland
Taylor Vivian Thompson
 Carol Peterson
 Bev Hoff
 David Larson
 Steven Johnson
 Karen Forster

Prayers of Comfort
Families of:
Elaine Gareau
George Krempin
Claire Meyer Gallant
Ardith Nortman

Kennedy Pfeffer
Tina Schwier
Walter Seacotte
Donald Stellbrink

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who listen, care, encourage and
provide emotional and spiritual support to
people who are facing a crisis or going
through tough times. The help you’ll receive
is free and conﬁdential. To learn how you, a
friend, neighbor, co-worker or relative can receive care, talk to a pastor.

Prayers for Those Called to Serve in
Other Countries

AA Corner

This Week’s Community Care Focus

If you are or someone you know could use
some conﬁdential help with stopping drinking, please call Dale R. at (920)419-2794.

Stephanie Olson

Prayers for Those in the Military
Lt. Josh Anderson
BM3 Kyle Kramer, USCG
LCPL Robert Kopesky II
SPC Samuel Sinclair
 CP Center - Fox Cities Satellite Location

Contact: Danielle Schraufnagel, (920)337-1121

Danielle.schraufnage@cp-center.org

Youth News

What’s Important Now Weekly Intern News…

It’s a WIN WIN!
From the Desk of Summer Intern Ethan Uslabar
Hello First English, my name is
Ethan Uslabar. I’m studying
journalism at the University of
Wisconsin - Oshkosh, and I will be
fulﬁlling
the
role
of
the
communications
intern
this
summer. My role in the church this
summer outside of group activities
will be to communicate church
events on platforms such as the
Facebook pages (First English
Lutheran Church and FELC
Summer Intern Ministry) and the
church website (www.felc.com).

June 10, 2018

June 10, 2018

Executed well, this will allow the
community to hear about First
English and our mission, engage
with us, as well as showcase the
amazing programs we will be
putting on, such as Day Camp,
KidsCLUB, reFUEL, and many
more. I have a passion for creating
visuals, especially photography,
and hope to be able to use these
gifts to share and spread God’s
word as my fellow interns and I get
started this summer.

-Ethan Uslabar

Wednesday Night Worship

Coffee and Convo

Join the Summer Interns each
Wednesday evening through Aug. 9
for
Wednesday
Worship
at
6:15 p.m. at the North Site. This
intern-led, Spirit-ﬁlled service of
music, message and communion is
a great alternative or addition to
Sunday. These worship services will
share their own unique messages
and not repeat the previous Sunday’s sermons. Invite a friend or
neighbor and take advantage of
this worship opportunity.

Enjoy deep conversations along
with
your
favorite
coffee
beverage with summer interns
Jack and Reilly. All high school
youth are welcome to meet on
Tuesdays from 9-10 a.m. at the
College Ave. Copper Rock. Let
this activity be the sweetener in
your summer!

KidsCLUB
Day Camp is This Week!

Pool Party for All Ages

The interns will lead elementary
students in fun-ﬁlled days including songs, skits, games, Bible study,
and outdoor adventures. Day Camp
will be held Monday, June 12 to
Thursday, June 15 from 9:30 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the Chris Brandt Shelter
in Plamann Park. The cost is $5 per
student ($15 max per family). BYO
lunch, but snacks will be provided.
Make sure to ﬁll out the Medical
Release Form at www.felc.com/

All First English members are invited to attend this party on Tuesday,
June 19, 8:30-10:30 p.m. at Mead
Pool. Students that were in grades 3
and higher this year can attend
without a parent. We ask that all
younger students attend with an
adult. We will be the only group
using the facility that evening!
Please sign-up at www.felc.com/
forms.

forms.
High School Lock-in at the North Site after reFUEL on June 20
Watch for more information to come!

Beginning Tuesday, June 19: KidsCLUB, held Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday at Zion Lutheran Church through July 26, is led by the FELC
interns. It’s an energetic, fun and safe environment for kids age 5grade 6 from the neighborhood, the community, and the congregation
to participate in a wide range of activities. Elementary kids will have the
opportunity to play a variety of fun games, make cool arts and crafts
and garden projects. Every week we participate in Bookin' and Cookin',
which combines a story and the opportunity to make a healthy snack.
Kids are able to come any or all of the afternoons. Bring your own lunch
and join us at 11:30 a.m. or join us at 12:15 p.m. for opening worship.
Hope to see you there!

BWW
Match the summer weather with the heat of the wings and sauces at
Buffalo Wild Wings with the summer interns. On Thursdays starting
June 21, all high-school youth are welcome to meet at the east side
B-Dubs location from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. for a fun, ﬁery lunch! Come
join us, if you can handle the heat...

FELC DS Engage Page: Pentecost 3, June 10, 2018
Mark 3:20-35 And the crowd came together again, so that they
could not even eat. When his family heard it, they went out to restrain
him, for people were saying, "He has gone out of his mind." And the
scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, "He has Beelzebul, and by
the ruler of the demons he casts out demons." And he called them to
him, and spoke to them in parables, "How can Satan cast out Satan? If a
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a
house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And
if Satan has risen up against himself & is divided, he cannot stand, but
his end has come. But no one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his property without ﬁrst tying up the strong man; then indeed the
house can be plundered. "Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for
their sins & whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an
eternal sin" -- for they had said, "He has an unclean spirit." Then his
mother & his brothers came; & standing outside, they sent to him and
called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, "Your
mother and your brothers and sisters1 are outside, asking for you." And
he replied, "Who are my mother and my brothers?" And looking at
those who sat around him, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother."
Sun, June 10: Family Project: “If a kingdom is divided against itself,
that kingdom cannot stand.” Make teams and try to do some task in
the house or yard or at the beach. See what happens when you
work together and what happens when you are divided against one
another. What does it mean to do the will of God? Pick one thing to
do this week that will make it clear you are doing God’s will.
Mon, June 11: Perhaps the extraordinary birth events should have
prepared Mary, but this passage makes it clear that the entire family was on edge from the rock star status that Jesus had achieved. In
a world where too much attention could be very dangerous, they
were anxious for him to act a bit more conventionally. Pray for wisdom that you recognize God’s work even when it is strange or scary.
Tues, June 12: How do we understand the verse, “whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness"? People
have been caught in it’s web, fearful that they have committed the
“unforgiveable” sin. Conventional wisdom is that if you are worried
about it, you haven’t committed it. Focus your heart instead on Jesus’ great love shown on the cross, and live in God’s amazing grace.

Wed, June 13, Ezek.17:22-24, Rev. Chris Quello “I the Lord, have spoken. I will
do what I have said I would do.” 17:24c Prophets like Ezekiel have been granted wondrous authority to speak for the Lord, their God. In today's reading,
the prophet foretells an exciting drama about to unfold. The Lord will take
the top of a tall cedar and break off a tender sprout. This tender shoot will
grow branches and will itself become a magniﬁcent cedar. Ezekiel declares
an image of hope for a trodden down people. The God they worship and
adore will not forget them. They will experience newness of being and in
this new reality they will live lives that in turn will become a source of
strength for others around them. This promise is certainly more than just
words. It will happen because the prophetic word of Ezekiel declares it to be
so. The Lord has spoken and will accomplish what God said God would do.
Thurs, June 14, Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15, Kirsten Owens
In 1965 there was a
wonderful song entitled, “How Sweet It Is To Be Loved By You”, smoothly sung
by Motown singer, Marvin Gaye. It’s a love song rooted not in romantic idealism but rather profound gratitude. The lyrics have a joyful lilt while pouring out thanks to the beloved for giving shelter, being there for the ups and
downs, and providing sunshine for his days. As Marvin sings “It’s like sugar in
my soul.’ In Psalm 92:1-4 we see a similar song of thanks sung to God for His
love and faithfulness. Not only is this love like “sugar in my soul” it is also
like the sun and soil that nourish a tree, a tree that will grow strong and
ﬂourish in faith (Ps. 92:12-15). We often pray to God when we are in the darkness of struggle but don’t forget to turn up the volume and sing that song of
praise and thanksgiving. Gratitude is a sweet song for growth in Christ.
Fri, Jun 15, 2 Cor. 5:6-17, Rev Chris Quello I am writing this devotion on Maun
-dy Thursday as the Church begins the recall of Christ's death & resurrection.
Paul is recalling the drama: Christ died SO THAT 1.) those who live should
no longer live for themselves, 2.) but for him who died…for their sake.
Devoting the rest of one's life in memory of one who has died happens
with regularity. Some will remember the ministry established by the Olson's
in memory of their son Tim who gave his life while serving the church in the
Central African Republic. Devoting the rest of one's life to Christ who died
Sat, June 16, Mark 4:26-34, Kirsten Owens Gardeners can’t afford to be hopeless. Each spring they spread seeds, dig depressions in deep, rich soil & enter
into this ancient promise – when the eye may see only ﬂat, infertile ground
there is a seed unfolding into a tender sprout. Only through hope and faith
can we anticipate that the small shoot will someday be waist high and hanging
heavy with fruit. Sometimes when the sun scorches the earth, leaves grow yellow with too much water, or birds pluck the seed spread we feel defeated and
wonder whether it’s worth the effort. Yet the parables of the growing seed and
the mustard seed assure us that even when all of our devoted attention seems
to fall short God is still doing the miraculous work of growth behind the scenes.
*For an online discussion of these and other questions concerning the texts, go to our Facebook FELC Engage Page. https://www.facebook.com/ FELC Downtown Site Engage Page

FELC NS Engage Page: Pentecost 2, June 10, 2018
Mark 2:23 -3:6
One sabbath he was going through the grainﬁelds;
and as they made their way his disciples began to pluck heads of grain.
The Pharisees said to him, "Look, why are they doing what is not lawful
on the sabbath?" And he said to them, "Have you never read what David
did when he and his companions were hungry and in need of food? He
entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the
bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to
eat, and he gave some to his companions." Then he said to them, "The
sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath;
so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath." Again he entered the
synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. They
watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that
they might accuse him. And he said to the man who had the withered
hand, "Come forward." Then he said to them, "Is it lawful to do good or
to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?" But they were silent.
He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness
of heart and said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." He stretched it
out, and his hand was restored. The Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him.
Sun, June 10: Family Project: The word sabbath means to cease and
is related to God’s day of rest after the six days of creation. It was a
day when work stopped. In a day when many no longer practice taking a day rest, it’s good to remember that the Sabbath is a gift to
humanity. What does Sabbath mean to you? Consider having a day
of Sabbath rest from social media or errands. How can Sabbath renew your heart to experience God’s grace?
Mon, Jun. 11: The Pharisees conspired with the Herodians about
how to destroy Jesus. It is unknown who the Herodians were, but it
is clear that Mark sees this alliance between them and the Pharisees
as shameful. When we are judging whether or not our desires are Godly, perhaps we need to look at the alliances we must make to support
our viewpoint. If we must feel ashamed of those who share our stance,
perhaps God is asking us to have a change of heart.
Tues, June 12: It shows an extraordinary coldness to be able to react
to someone being healed with anything but joy. But since the Pharisees are already watching to see if Jesus will break the Sabbath,
they perversely say this act of compassion is against God’s law. Jesus reminds them of the purpose of the law—to save life. It can be
easy for us to get caught up in rules, but before we judge, we must
ask God to give us wisdom and love so our judgments bring life.

Wed., June 13, Job 38:1-11, Cindy Cieslik Poor Job! After having a variety
of miseries visited upon him and hearing his friends tell him that it must
be his fault, he ﬁnally gets to speak to God. As so often happens in our
human experience, the answer God gives doesn’t seem to align with the
question we ask. Our essential question. “Why do bad things happen to
good people?” is one everyone wrestles with. Perhaps the fact that God
seems to go off topic is his way of telling us that some things will always
be beyond human control. God might be reminding us that He, the
Creator, will always be with us as we struggle through the hard times.

Thurs, June 14, Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32, Spencer Jordan Since I graduated
from high school I have lived in 3 different states & 2 different countries. Whether we move about in seeming excess, or through the other
issues of life which pull at us, we can feel we are in the throws of chaotic
tempests. “He made the storm be still.” God doesn’t just still your
storms, he changes your ecosystem; He brings you to your desired haven— a habitat fostered by His unyielding love. We are adopted into
His family of such wondrous love. Let us live loved in every circumstance, in every relationship unto His glory.
Fri., June 15, 2 Cor. 6:1-13, Cindy Cieslik
It is a rare person who at
some point has not needed to mend a relationship. In 2 Corinthians
Paul is choosing his words very carefully because Corinth at that time is
hosting teachers who are criticizing him. His loving relationship with the
church he founded is being tested by the words of others seeking to
usurp his power. Disagreement, jealousy, gossip, dishonesty, and misunderstanding are alive and well in families, friendships and churches
today. We can beneﬁt from Paul’s reminders to the Corinthians about
the power of God’s reconciliation and the importance of approaching
each other with a heart that is wide open.
Sat, June 16, Mark 4:35-41, Spencer Jordan
Several weeks ago I got
an email showing my phone payment was declined. Stressors test our
foundations. We think we know how things might go with God because
we get used to a certain pattern. Slowly our trust can shift from Him to
patterns and expectations. We live in a time where everything is being
shaken politically, economically, and culturally. The boats we have
built for past and present circumstances are tested and will sink if our
faith is in them. In fear of perishing, amidst gale and wave, Jesus announces to us “a dead calm”. In baptism, you have died to the world
and its frantic ways. Through our baptismal promises we can enter the
center of the whirl where the calm and peace of God is ever advancing.
*For an online discussion of these and other questions concerning the texts, go to our Facebook FELC Engage Page. https://www.facebook.com/ FELC North Site Engage Page

